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FÉLIX: FALCONER
AND NATURALIST

Félix Rodríguez de la Fuente (1928-1980) was born in Poza de
la Sal, Burgos, Spain. He was a naturalist, environmentalist,
 falconer and broadcaster. He is best known for the TV series

 "El hombre y la tierra ".

The many hours spent with a
hawk on my fist, looking into its deep and
mysterious eyes, admiring its lines
of incomparable harmony and diving into
its psyche to gain its confidence, made
me understand the greatness of Life and,
above all, allowed me to notice what
at the time was just a suspicion of my
bold intellectual curiosity: the fact
that between animals and men there can
be an abysmal distance, but there is no
doubt that there is a profound similarity.
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Félix with his female gyr"Alaska".
1979. Source: AECCA

Félix Rodríguez de la Fuente.
El Arte de la Cetrería  - Prologue for the second edition.



INTERVIEW WITH ADOLFO RUIZ

Born in Albacete in 1971, Adolfo
Ruiz currently lives in a small town 
in La Mancha called Fuensanta. 
From there he dedicates himself to
develop environmental education
projects, to leather falconry equipment
and to write for the publisher Caïrel
and various media. He practices
falconry daily, both during the hunting
season and in fauna control; mainly
rabbit with goshawk and Harris hawk.
He is the director and curator of
Archivos Españoles de Cetrería.
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"A son of Félix"

Adolfo Ruiz on the flying field with “Adaja”,

female from gyr x peregrine. 

Source: Archivos Españoles de Cetrería

Adolfo Ruiz with his goshawk “Marquesa”.

Source: Archivos Españoles de Cetrería

REPRODUCTION IN WHOLE OR IN PART OF THIS
PUBLICATION IS FORBIDDEN WITHOUT THE

PRIOR WRITTEN PERMISSION OF ITS
RESPONSIBLE JOURNALIST. THE SIGNED

MATERIALS ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF THE TECHNICIAN OR CONSULTANT.

 April 2020 I Kátia Boroni  (Journalist I MTB: 002.0435/MG)
Contact: diariodefalcoaria@gmail.com



First of all I must say, with absolute
pride, that I am what is called a "son
of Felix". I grew up with his television
and radio programs, reading his
encyclopedias ... I remember
perfectly the day of his death, the
sadness that it caused in all
Spanish society.
 
In 1982, at the age of 11, I was able
to have a goshawk on my glove for
the first time, and since then, every
day of my life I have lived for
falconry. When my father (who is an
animal painter and sculptor) saw my
determination to become a falconer,
he gave me from his personal file
three thick folders with the labels
"birds of prey", "Falconry" and "Félix
Rodríguez de la Fuente". They
contained newspaper clippings,
photos, notes ... ever since these
three names have come together in
my way of understanding falconry:
love, passion and reference.
 
The following year during Christmas
holidays, I was lent a photocopy of
Félix's book "The Art of Falconry".

As it was barely legible, I copied it
entirely by hand and was captivated
by his wonderful Castilian prose
and his comprehension of falconry.
 
Since then, I've done what I’ve
seen my father doing in his library,
almost unconsciously, automatically:
locating and archiving what I could
find about Félix Rodríguez de la
Fuente, falconry and birds of prey,
with the certainty that this information
would be useful in the future. Not with
a collector's desire, but with a practical
sense.
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When did you start studying
about Félix de la Fuente?

Biographies of Falconry pioneers. 

Source: Archivos de Cetrería



His contribution was, and
still is, absolutely essential; not only
at the level of nature conservation,
but also at the level of a general
change in the mentality of Spanish
society during the late Francoism
period, and in the subsequent
democratic transition. After his fear
that predators would disappear from
Spain in the 1960s (you must
remember that in those years it was
paid to hand over parts of predators’
corpses to the administration as a
justification for their death), a not
unfounded fear arose that an
uncontrolled, speculative market
economy supported by the
aggression and destruction of
ecosystems would affect not only the
predators, but also all species and
their biotopes.
 
On the other hand, I will tell you a
story: a few years ago, the
monument to Felix was reopened in
my hometown. My father is its
author and we were invited to the
event, along with Marcelle
Parmentier, Félix’s wife. When
Marcelle asked my father, "What did
you learn from Félix, how did your life
change?"
 

my father replied: "He taught me to
lose my fear of freedom, to pursue my
dreams and to transform art into a way
of life."
 
We must not forget that Félix
left his comfortable job as a doctor
specialized in stomatology to dedicate
himself to being a naturalist and a
professional falconer, an absolutely
scandalous decision during that time.
And that vital courage was and still is
a reference for many people.
 
Regarding his worldwide contribution,
as an example, I would say that his
encyclopedia "Fauna" has been
translated into 14 languages.
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What is Félix's contribution
to Spain and the world?

Félix Rodriguez de la Fuente with his

wife Marcelle Parmentier. 1966 .

Source: Fundación Félix Rodriguez

de la Fuente
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International Falconry Meeting in La Alcarria (1964). Félix gathered

 the most prestigious international falconers. 

Source: "The Falconer" - Jack Mavrogordato

First falconry exhibition by Félix, next to Pascual Íñiguez at 

Lasarte racecourse, 1955. Source: Sociedad Aranzadi



Absolutely. Félix had a fascinating
evolution: from a falconer to a
naturalist, communicator and,
finally, philosopher, with a clarity of
ideas and a vision of the future
absolutely out of the ordinary; and all
while he continued to be each of the
above facets.
 
In the 70s Félix was the second most
popular person in Spain, after the
Head of State ... and remember
that Spain was living under a
dictatorship! However, what has
transcended for more than 40 years
in society is his message: the
relationship between man and Earth
needs to change, they need to meet
each other again. His reflections on
borders, the use of non-returnable
packaging, pollution or conservation
of the environment, the stress of
urban life and the rational use of
natural resources continue to be so
valid that even today they are viral on
social media.
 
Regarding his message and
reflections, I recommend reading the
book "Félix Rodríguez de la Fuente:
Un hombre en la Tierra" (Edit.
GeoPlaneta), by his daughter Odile.
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Do you believe that Félix's 
ideas on nature conservation 
are still current and necessary 
in the 21st century?
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It´s inconceivable to speak of
modern Spanish falconry without
talking about Felix. In 1953 he
trained his first falcon in falconry,
since its disappearance in Spain
more than a century ago; he created
the first falconry center in Spain in
1955, the first Spanish falconry club
in 1957, the first International
Congress of Falconers in our country
in 1964, the first treatise on
contemporary falconry in Spanish in
1965, and he achieved the protection
of birds of prey in 1966.
 
In 1968, he developed the pioneering
"Operation Baharí", which consisted
of the dispersion of birds on the
runways of the military base of
Torrejón de Ardoz with falconry
birds to avoid collisions with aircraft,
an experience repeated successfully
at the commercial airport of Madrid-
Barajas in 1970, and in Morón de la
Frontera in 1972.
 
In 1978, he carried out the "Falcon
Operation" to monitor peregrine
falcon´s nests to prevent its
plundering by foreign traffickers.
 

What is the importance of
Félix for Spanish and world
falconry?

He reproduced the first captive
peregrine falcon in Spain in 1979,
he did absolutely everything until his
death in 1980.
 
This does not mean that he did
all alone, but that he was the
promoter and pioneer of everything
related to Spanish falconry in the
20th century.
 
Internationally, he was one of
the most reputable falconers of his
time, an honorary member of ANFA,
NAFA and BFC, and his falconry
treaty was one of the most valued.
 
I believe that any self-respecting
falconer knows his name, like that of
Jack Mavrogordato, Renz
Waller, Ernesto Coppaloni, Abel
Boyer or Hal Webster.
 
In 1963, he proposed to the
Spanish state the creation of an
international falconry association with
permanent headquarters in Spain.
For this, he met falconers from
Europe and North America.
 
Although his activity as a
documentary director did not allow
him to carry out his idea, that dream
was achieved five years later with the
foundation of the IAF, although
without headquarters in Spain.
 
 
 



 
The Spanish Falconry Archives
"Félix Rodríguez de la Fuente" is a
non-profit project that aims to
identify, investigate, preserve,
digitilize and make available to the
public documents and historical
objects related to falconry (personal
letters, newspapers and books
of minutes, documents, books,
falconry equipment, paintings,
sculptures ...), with the aim of
preserving and disseminating our
falconry heritage and all that this
implies.

Although the project was
conceived in 2013 and after a really
difficult start, since last year it has
been experiencing an exponential
boost, with our permanent exhibition
at the modernist palace "Villa
Manolita" in Fuensanta, with a library
of almost 400 books of falconry, birds
of prey and related sciences, a
collection of falconry equipment of
300 pieces, and important archives in
custody and donation, both from
falconry associations that have
already disappeared, as well as from
illustrious falconers.
 
Félix's family has given us the honor
of agreeing to put his name on the
archives, I would like to thank them
again for supporting our project.
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Tell us a little about your
project called "Archivos
Españoles de Cetrería".

Villa Manolita Palace, 

headquarters of the 

Archivos Nacionales de Cetrería.



 
Keep working on the archives,
no doubt. There is still a lot to catalog
and investigate and, although the
world economic situation and that of
Spain in particular are not what we
wanted, we are sure that we will be
able to find the necessary funding and
support to continue and expand the
project. We also hope to participate in
the International Falconry Festival in
2021 with a stand to showcase our
work and create collaborative ties with
other similar projects.
 
On the editorial level, I am
collaborating on several books on
falconry and, this year, we hope that
the first books will be released from 
the archive in collaboration with the
publisher Caïrel, some of which I am
the author of.
 
I would like to thank the Diário de
Falcoaria for the opportunity to
highlight the figure of Félix Rodríguez
de la Fuente and present the project 
 “Archivos de Cetrería Española”.
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What are your plans for
the future?

Contact
archivosdecetreria@gmail.com

Instagram: archivosdecetreria

Youtube: Archivos Españoles  de Cetrería
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